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4th International Border Management Conference 
Speaker biographies 

 
Keynote speakers 

 
Major General Serhii Deineko is the Head of the State Border Guard Service of 
Ukraine since June 2019. With an extensive career with the SBGS, Maj. Gen. Deineko 
also graduated from multiple educational programmes on the topics of border 
management and military intelligence, PhD in Public Administration and has been 
awarded numerous distinctions for his service in the military, such as the Order of 
Bohdan Khmelnytskyi III and II degrees, and a medal "For the military service to 
Ukraine". A participant in hostilities on the East of Ukraine. Maj. Gen. Deineko 
dedicates his experience to bettering border management in Ukraine.  

  
Michael Spindelegger has extensive experience in international relations through his 
work in the Federal Government of the Republic of Austria. From 2008 to 2013 he 
served as Minister of Foreign Affairs and from 2013 to 2014 as Minister of Finance. 
Additionally, he was Vice Chancellor and leader of the Austrian People's Party (ÖVP) 
from 2011 to 2014. In January 2016 he was appointed Director General of the 
International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD). 
 
 

Francisco Gaztelu Mezquiriz is an engineer and a microeconomist. 
He currently serves as the Head of Migration Unit at the DG NEAR. 
His previous posts include Head of the Irregular Migration and Return 
Policy Unit at DG Migration and Home Affairs, Head of Unit for MFF, 
Budget and Agencies, Assistant to the Director General of Asia 
Pacific, Deputy Head of Unit of the Middle East and Deputy Head of 
Cabinet of the Vice president for the internal market, defence and 
space.  
 
 

Xavier Camus started his assignment as head of the operations section in charge 
of good governance at the EU Delegation to Ukraine in September 2020. Prior to 
that, he was team leader of the support team to the Republic of Moldova at the 
European Commission's Directorate General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement 
Negotiations. He joined the European Commission in late 2007 and worked until 
September 2020 at its Brussels-based headquarters on a variety of files including 
the cooperation with Algeria and the simplification of procedures for 
implementing EU assistance. Mr. Camus holds a Master’s Degree in European Law 
of the Centre for European Studies of Nancy. 
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Since July 2019, Antti Hartikainen has been serving as the Head of EU Advisory 
Mission in Ukraine (EUAM Ukraine). Previously Mr. Hartikainen served as Director 
General of the Finnish Customs and held various senior international positions in the 
EU Integrated Border Management Assistance Mission in Libya, EU Advisory Group 
to the Republic of Armenia, EU Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine 
(EUBAM) focusing on border management. Mr. Hartikainen’s career also includes 
extensive service in the Finnish Border Guard.  
 
 

 

Borut Eržen, Head of Programme of the Border Management and Security at the ICMPD 
HQ in Vienna, has been involved in numerous border management projects worldwide, 
with nearly 40 years of experience. At the operational level, he was responsible for the 
management of police units dealing with organised crime, public order and border 
management. On secondment, he also served EU-led police missions in Albania, Kosovo 
and Macedonia, where he held senior positions responsible for police reforms, 
legislation, security sector reforms and border management. In the area of Integrated 
Border Management, Mr. Eržen is one of the co-authors of the Guidelines for Integrated 
Border Management in EC External Cooperation (2009). 

 

Thematic Roundtable I. 
 
Arabelle Bernecker-Thiel is a political scientist with more than 20 years of 
experience working as a migration specialist for International Organisations 
(ICMPD, INTERPOL, IOM, OSCE and UNODC) worldwide, focusing on Integrated 
Border Management, irregular migration and anti-corruption. She earned her 
PhD of Philosophy in Political Science and Government from the University of 
Vienna, and holds a Master’s degree in Balkans Studies from the Institute for 
Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM). 
 

 
 

Colonel Andrii Vikhtiuk is the Chief of the Directorate of the Administration of 
the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine. He has been serving in the SBGS of 
Ukraine for over 30 years. Col. Vikhtiuk is the author and initiator of several 
regulations on the development of the SBGS of Ukraine, and one of the founders 
of the establishment of integrated border management in Ukraine as well as of 
the introduction of a risk analysis system in the field of border security. Col. 
Vikhtiuk participated in the hostilities in eastern Ukraine, and has also acted as 
secretary of the interagency working group on the coordination of integrated 
border management.  
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Lukáš Vilím, from the Czech Republic, has completed a master's degree program in 
security law studies at the Police Academy of the Czech Republic followed by his PhD. 
studies in the field of security management and criminology in 2013. From 2015 to 
2017, he worked as the director of the Department for Defense and Security at the 
Office of the Government of the Czech Republic. He currently works as a pedagogical 
and academic staff in the Department of Public and European Law at the University of 
Finance and Administration in Prague and is also a member of the security research 
project of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic. 
 

 
Major Salvatore Digesu’ is a Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC) NATO Instructor. 
Hailing from Altamura, Italy, he joined the Italian Army Military Academy in 
Modena, and in 2006 was commissioned in the Combat Engineers. In 2009, as 
First Lieutenant, he was posted to the Multinational CIMIC Group Regiment. 
Major Digesu’ became a Civil-Military Cooperation (CIMIC) operator and he 
participated in many NATO exercises. Since 2010, he has participated in 
overseas operational tours in Afghanistan, Somalia and Lebanon, and has 
received numerous awards and medals for his service.  
 
 

 
Monika Laurinavičiūtė is Head of the Coordination Office of the International 
and European Cooperation Division at Frontex, where she is overseeing 
strategic planning, policy advice and horizontal coordination functions. 
Having joined Frontex in 2017, Ms. Laurinavičiūtė has been contributing to 
the implementation of the enhanced Frontex international mandate and the 
development of the Division itself. Prior to joining Frontex, Ms. Laurinavičiūtė 
built her expertise in the EU’s Justice and Home Affairs domain. She worked 
in various stakeholder relations and external cooperation roles in the 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and subsequently in the European Institute for Gender 
Equality (EIGE). Before that, she was a policy analyst, contributing to impact assessments and evaluations of 
various EU programmes and funding instruments. She holds a Master’s Degree in International relations from 
the Vienna Diplomatic Academy. 
 
Martijn Pluim is Director of Migration Dialogues and Cooperation at ICMPD. In this 
capacity, he is in charge of ICMPD’s global operations, covering all thematic areas 
of migration. He coordinates also the Secretariats of the informal inter-
governmental migration dialogues supported by ICMPD. These include the Prague 
Process, the Budapest Process, the Khartoum Process and the Rabat Process. 
Mr. Pluim started his career with ICMPD in 1999. Having worked on a broad variety 
of migration-related matters within the organisation, he left in 2005 to work at the 
European Commission. There, he worked on migration, asylum and border 
management issues in the Operations Quality Support Directorate. He returned to 
ICMPD in 2007.  
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Monika Weber is a Senior Advisor for Border Management and Security in ICMPD, 
providing expertise on IBM, document security and training of trainers in the Eastern 
Partnership countries, Central Asia, Silk Routes and Western Balkans, as well as the 
Sub-Saharan and West Africa. She holds a doctoral degree in Criminal Law with 25 
years of professional experience in the field of immigration, police and border control.  
The first 12 years of her career was spent with the Immigration and Border Police of 
the Czech Republic, and the latter 12 with ICMPD in various positions. Her portfolio 
ranges from border management, immigration issues and document security, to 
asylum and combatting trafficking in human beings.  

 

Thematic Roundtable II: 
 
Brigadier General Youssef S. Haddad is the Chairman of the Lebanese Border 
Control Committee of the Lebanese Armed Forces. Following the tragic explosion at 
the port of Beirut in August 2020, he was appointed as a temporary member of the 
National Emergency Response Crisis Cell to ensure a quick and coordinated response 
to the crisis. He is assigned to coordinate all the assistance provided by the EU MS, 
additional participating states and the United Kingdom. Earlier in his career, he 
served on several managerial and leadership positions such as the Chief of the 
Liaison Office with the French Force Commander Reserve in the UN Interim Force in 
South Lebanon (UNIFIL) and was appointed as the the first land border regiment and 
common border force commander in Northern Lebanon, to name a few. He holds a 
Master’s Deegree in Business Administration from Notre Dame University in Lebanon.  
 

Since Summer 2021, Chief-Commissioner Rosian Vasiloi has been the Head of the 
General Inspectorate of Border Police of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic 
of Moldova, and serves as an elected member of Parliament. Previously Mr. Vasiloi 
worked as a consultant to the Parliament, and was Head of the General Inspectorate 
of Border Police, among many other notable positions in his 26 year long career in 
Border Management. He has worked on numerous international projects in topics 
including in weapons of mass destruction proliferation prevention, document security, 
and public health, and has completed extensive training as a Border Guard and in 

National Security and Defense, among others. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Abdallah Mohammad Al Shiyab is the Amman Civil Airport 
Intelligence Director (Immigration), and has worked as an assistant director in 
the Queen Alia International Airport Intelligence office. He has served in different 
fields in the General Intelligence Department such as crisis cell management and 
liaison officer with the National Center for Security and Crisis Management 
(NCSCM). He works in partnership with different agencies in border 
management, managing operating rooms and activating strategies issued by 
the government for mitigating measures to facilitate the movement of travellers, 
trade and goods to overcome the consequences of the corona pandemic.            
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With a passion for public sector reforms through digitization, Syed Aftab Haider, 
CEO, has more than 21 years of public service experience working primarily on 
Customs reforms, trade facilitation, and border management, both in Pakistan as 
well as internationally. He is currently serving as the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Pakistan Single Window Company responsible for the development, 
implementation, operations and maintenance of the ‘Pakistan National Single 
Window’ system, of which he has led the design and implemention in Pakistan 
since 2017. In addition, he has worked with international development partners on 
Customs reforms and modernization in Afghanistan, Somalia, and Liberia. Mr. 
Haider holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration from Harvard University’s 
John F. Kennedy School of Government.  

 
 
Veronica Blixt, Global Manager for Security and Enforcement at the KGH 
Customs Services, has vast experience in border management processes with 
particular focus on customs and trade facilitation. She facilitates the 
harmonisation between strategy and operations and has worked extensively in 
creating policies, setting standards and defining operating procedures. Ms. 
Blixt has 26 years of operational experience from the Swedish Customs, and 
since, provides support and training for border management modernisation in 
Europe, Africa, and Central and Southeast Asia. Ms. Blixt has also been the 
technical advisor in a number of border management projects, including in the 
United Arab Emirates and Mongolia.   
 
 

 
Since 2019, Colonel Andriy Prostakov is the Assistant of the Head of the State Border 
Guard Service of Ukraine. Since the beginning of his career in 1998 after having 
graduated from the Kyiv Military Institute of Management and Communications, he 
has served as a platoon commander of the platoon of the training battalion of the 
State Border Guard Service of Ukraine, and as Chief of various centres and units. Col. 
Prostakov also served at the Main Center for Special Information Processing. 
 
 

 
 

Captain Wassim Kadhi has served for the Tunisian National Guard under the General 
Directorate for the Border Guard of the Ministry of Interior for the past three years. 
His military education began in 2014 at the Military Academy, continued through the 
National School of the National Guard in Tunisia, and also graduated from the School 
of National Gendarmerie Officers in Paris. Captain Kadhi is deployed at the Tunisian-
Algerian border and is engaged in the daily fight against terrorism, smuggling and 
trafficking, and is committed to security and cooperative border management in the 
Republic of Tunisia and its neighbours.  
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Tony Mihaitoaia works in ICMPD as a Senior Border Management 
Specialist/Advisor since 2018, providing strategic support and expertise. From the 
age of 21, Mr. Mihaitoaia worked as a border police officer in various positions, 
from conducting border checks at the BCP, to coordinating the activities of the 
territorial border police units involved in the border control process by drafting 
nationwide procedures/instructions/national strategies/action plans in a 
headquarters role. He graduated the Schengen Evaluators Basic Course in 2013 
and he performed several Schengen evaluations at the EU external border. He 
was also selected by European Commission to participate in working groups on 
the developments of new systems at the EU external border, such as the new 
Entry/EXIT system, the Travel Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS). 

 


